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Sexual Salvation: Stories about Purity Culture 
About the Project
Sexual Salvation will consist of stories about living through purity culture. We’ll be spotlighting stories of folks who once tried to remain sexually “pure” (those who, in some ways, attempted to achieve salvation by way of such “purity”). Some stories might include how authors later found ways to untangle such harmful beliefs and, in turn, form a shame-free sexuality—a “sexual salvation,” some might say. Most others will focus exclusively on their damaging experience within purity culture. 
Deadline: February 15, 2027 (with some exceptions—please send an email for all enquiries) 
A note on compensation: All contributors will receive a copy of the anthology upon publication. This project will go out on submission to publishers in 2027—additional compensation may be provided, depending on the publisher secured. This project is being represented by our literary agent.
Story Submission Instructions 
Please read the following instructions VERY carefully. 

· Stories should be ~2,000-3,000 words (sometimes less, rarely more).

· Stories should focus on one or two specific events. Detailed, focused stories are more engaging to read than broad overviews of your life. Stories should be deep dives that capture one or two events that best represent what it was like for you to endure purity culture. You can reference moments that happened to you before or after, but these references should be in passing and woven into the main story without significant interruption. A good short story offers detailed description and dialogue, so ensure yours does too.

· Stories should be creative nonfiction pieces, NOT academic analyses. We do NOT want your hindsight analysis of your story (like one writes an academic essay). Skip phrases like “This represents _____,” “Looking back, I now realize _____,” etc). Instead, just tell the story as it happened. This makes for a more engaging narrative. Help the reader feel like they have viscerally landed in your story, as opposed to offering something evaluative. Rather than you telling your readers what to think or what you now think about your own story, let the story speak for itself.

· Do your best to show, not tell. Instead of telling your reader how you felt, show your reader how you felt with an impactful image. For example, rather than writing, “I felt ashamed when she looked at me,” provide an image that represents your shame, such as: “I lowered my eyes from hers, my stomach kneading into a clench.” 

· Submit your story in a Microsoft Word document with your name at the top of the document and in the file name.

· At the end of your story, please submit a 3-5-sentence bio (your name, your work, where you’ve previously published, where you live—whatever you want us to know!). 
Please send your submission through the Google Form
About the Editors
Brianna Bell (she/her) is an investigative journalist, essayist, and the author of God Lover: Reckoning with Purity Culture, High-Control Religion, and Bad Men (Dundurn Press, forthcoming). Her work has appeared in The New York Times, The Globe & Mail, The Guardian, BBC, Al Jazeera, and more. 
Dr. Lucas Wilson (he/him) is a Research Associate at York University, a Fellow through the Institute for Research on Male Supremacism, and the editor of Shame-Sex Attraction: Survivors’ Stories of Conversion  Therapy (JKP, 2025) and Don’t Ask, Tell All: Stories of Christian Colleges’Anti-LGBTQ+ Regimes (University of Georgia Press, in press).
